
Charlotte Bell Acharya 
Skills 

 
• Planning and executing projects 
• Organizing groups so they accomplish their goals effectively 
• Leading meetings and groups of volunteers 
• Gathering and organizing records 
• Performing laboratory research and data analysis  
• PCR, tissue culture, DNA cloning and sequencing  
• Proficient with computers, Microsoft Office (Excel, Word, PowerPoint and Access) and PageMaker. 
 

Experience 
 
2003 to present               Cornell University, Institute for Genomic Diversity                       Ithaca, NY      
Technician 
• Use high-throughput and robot assisted PCR to determine the genetic diversity present in different lines of 

Maize  and Sorghum. 
• Create and maintain inventory and organizational systems for the laboratory 
• Train technicians, graduate students and visiting researchers 
• Ensure laboratory safety standards are adhered to 
 
Friends of Sausal Creek                                                                                             Oakland, CA 
Operations Manager (2002 -  2003) 
• Develop protocols, procedures and oversight for effective operation of the group 
• Fundraise and manage finances 
• Create contacts with key partners 
• Develop and track the membership 
• Publish newsletter and other press for the group 
• Run public meetings 
 
Board of Directors (2001 -  2003) 
• Secretary, 2002 to 2003 
• Member of the fundraising committee.  Worked with others to develop diverse fundraising strategy.  

Researched and wrote grants. 
• Member of the administration committee.  Creating protocols and procedures for the group so that 

operations are done efficiently, but with oversight. 
• Member of the education committee. 
 
Volunteer Oyster Monitoring Team Leader (2001 - 2002) 
• Recruit and lead volunteers at monthly monitoring of the native oyster populations in the Oakland Estuary 

in a joint project with Save San Francisco Bay.  
• Perform initial analysis on data gathered.  
 
Volunteer Administrative Coordinator (7/2001 - 1/20002) 
• Created an integrated database that tracks each volunteer’s hours and interests as well as their contact 

information; allowing for easy documentation and analysis of the membership and events. 
• Edited the monthly newsletter and coordinated the publishing of the newsletter with the City of Oakland. 
 
2000 – 2002            Therasense, Inc.                                                      Alameda, CA 
Chemistry Research Associate 
• Identified ways to improve continuous glucose sensor’s performance through experimental design. 
• Trained and supervised two laboratory assistants. 
 
9/2000 – 12/2000      Aquatic Outreach Institute                                          Richmond, CA 
Unpaid Administrative Intern for Environmental Education Organization 

• Assisted Friends of Sausal Creek coordinator with creating fliers, letters, and updating FileMaker Pro 
database.   

• Assisted with teacher trainings. 
 

#2702 Hasbrouck Apartments 
Ithaca, NY 14850 

Phone: (607) 253-5512 
Email : cba9@cornell.edu 



 
 
 
1/2000 – 4/2000                      San Diego County Office of Education                            San Diego, CA 
Mobile Science Laboratory Instructor 

• Taught elementary school children the principles of science and environmental conservation using an 
interactive science curriculum. 

 
1999              University of Washington                                                    Seattle, WA 
Undergraduate Laboratory Instructor 
• Taught students basics of PCR, cloning and sequencing plasmid DNA.   
• Created quizzes and lectures, assisted students with experiments and graded quizzes and reports. 
 
1999              University of Washington                                                     Seattle, WA 
Research Assistant 
• Used tissue culture and explants of chicken embryos to investigate the signals required to initiate the 

differentiation of muscle precursor cells.  This work was done in Dr. Stephen Hauschka’s laboratory. 
 

1998 - 1999           University of Washington                                                    Seattle, WA 
Rotational Student 
• Used RNA injections into Xenopus embryos to find out how the Siamois gene is being activated.  Used 

gap repair and yeast genetics to research the role of proteins in the spindle pole body of Sacchromyces 
cerevisiae. 

 
1996-1998                          University of California,  San Diego                                    San Diego, CA 
Laboratory Helper 

• Performed research on the relationship between the structure and function of Neu, trained new personnel 
and assisted in maintaining Dr. Daniel Donoghue’s laboratory 

Interests and 
activities 

 
• Watersheds and sustainability 
• Chair of the Membership Development Committee of the Cayuga Lake Watershed Network 
• Member:  Cayuga Bird Club, Finger Lakes Native Plant Society, Finger Lakes Land Trust 
• Amnesty International USA: 
       Coordinator of Ithaca chapter as well as former student area coordinator and eleven year member 
• Nature, yoga, walks, knitting and crocheting 

Education 
 
2005 – present  Cornell University                                                             Ithaca, NY 
Graduate Student in Natural Resources 

• Studying the effectiveness of invasive plant management performed by organizations 
 
1998 – 1999   University of Washington                                                 Seattle, WA 
Graduate Student & Research Assistant 

• Biochemistry Department 
 
June 1998                    University of California, San Diego                                    La Jolla, CA 
B.S. Biochemistry/Chemistry 

• Phi Beta Kappa member and graduated cum laude 

Publications 
 
• Charlotte Bell and John Tynan, Hart KC, Meyer AN, Robertson SC, Donoghue DJ. Rotational Coupling 

of the Transmembrane & Kinase Domains of the Neu Receptor Tyrosine Kinase. Molecular Biology of 
the Cell. Oct 2000; 11(10): 3589-99.  
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